
 

 

Town of Altavista Recreation Committee 
Committee Members                          Ex-Officio Members 
Sarah Mattox Roach, Chair                                   Steve Jester, Executive Director YMCA 

Victoria Mattox. Vice Chair                                    David Garrett, Public Works Director 

Tim George, Town Council                                    Amie Owens, Assistant Town Manager 

    Rev. Eduardo Soto 
    Dr. Deidre Douglas 

 
Tuesday, March 16, 2021, 5:30 pm 

 

I. Call to Order 
 

II. Public Input 

(Citizens wishing to address the Committee should provide their name/address. Comments 
are limited to three (3) minutes with a total of 15 minutes allotted for this purpose. Please 
note that the Public Input period is NOT a question-and-answer session between the public 
and the Committee.) 

 
III. Approval of February 16, 2021 Minutes 

IV. Old Business 

  a. Presentation - Rotating Shade Sails – Jeremy Funderburk   

  b. Capital Improvement Plan FY2022-2026 (Amie Owens) 

V. Project Updates – (David Garrett)  

VI. New Business 
 

VII. Matters from Staff 
 
a.  Storybook Walk (Amie Owens) 

 

VIII.  Matters from Committee Members 
 

IX. Adjournment 
 
 

Next Meeting – Tuesday, April 20, 2021, 5:30 pm 



The Altavista Recreation Committee held its regularly scheduled meeting February 16, 2021 at 5:30PM 

in the Council Chambers at Town Hall located at 510 7th Street, Altavista, Virginia. 

Members Present:  Rev. Ed Soto 

    Tim George  

    Victoria Mattox, Vice Chair 

    Dr. Deidre Douglas 

 

Members Absent:  Sarah Mattox Roach, Chair 

     

Also Present:   Sharon D. Williams, AICP – Community Development Director   

    David Garrett, Public Works Director 

    Amie Owens, Assistant Town Manager  

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

Vice Chair Victoria Mattox called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

PUBLIC INPUT: 

There was none 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes from the November 17, 2020, December 15, 2020 and the January 19, 2021 were 

presented for approval.  

 

Councilman George asked if minutes were necessary being as though the meetings were recorded.  

Assistant Town Manager Amie Owens explained that it was true that the recording was the official 

record and that minutes were a general account of the actions that took place at the meeting.     

 

Rev. Ed Soto made a motion, seconded by Councilman Tim George to approve the minutes as 

presented.  The voting was as follows:  

 Rev. Ed Soto   Yes 

 Councilman Tim George  Yes 

 Vice Chair Victoria Mattox  Yes 

 Dr. Deidre Douglas    Yes 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Ms. Owens briefed the Committee on the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) for FY 2022 – 2026.  She noted 

that the CIP was presented to the Town Council on February 9, 2021.  The requested project totals for 

Parks and Recreation was $1.566 Million for FY 2022.  This includes the park entrance and the shoreline 

stabilization.   The Town Council will be seeing the same presentation related to the park entrance and 

boat ramp/river access at their February 23, 2021 work session.   

 

Ms. Owens will provide the Committee with a final copy of the project spreadsheets following the 

review by Town Council.     



PROJECT UPDATES 

Sharon Williams, Community Development Director explained that the report related to the various FY 

2021 projects was included in the packet and that she and/or David Garrett, Public Works Director 

would answer any questions.  

 

Vice Chair Victoria Mattox noted that she had been asked whether or not there would be picnic tables at 

the canoe launch.  Ms. Owens answered that there would be two picnic tables at the site.  

 

Councilman George asked about whether or not there would be restrooms available at the site.  Ms. 

Owens noted that they were not included in the plan, but could be considered once the actual project 

was finished.  She explained that there was another change order that had to be paid and would like to 

ensure that the project is fully funded prior to adding more amenities.  Restrooms will remain as a 

consideration.   

 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

There was no new business to discuss  

 

 

MATTERS FROM STAFF 

a.   Rotating Shade Sails 

Ms. Williams explained that the Town Manager had received information from a local resident about an 

adjustable shade sail structure that could be used within town parks.  The Town Manager has requested 

that the Recreation Committee review the attached brochure and discuss whether this would be 

appropriate in one of the town owned parks – recommended either Bedford Avenue or Leonard Coleman 

park.  The patent is still pending on this product. It is estimated that the cost would be $10,000. 

 

Vice Chair Victoria Mattox asked if it would be possible to have a demonstration of the shade sail.  Ms. 

Williams will inform the Town Manager as to the request.  The consensus of the group was that this would 

be a nice amenity but would like to see it prior to recommending purchase.   

 

b.  Art on Main and 60 in 60 

Ms. Williams noted that in working with George Sandridge, Main Street Coordinator and with AOT that 

there is an initiative to help fill vacant buildings by utilizing the window-fronts as a way to showcase art.  

She explained that local artists and schools would be contacted to see if they wished to participate.  The 

goal of this is to bring attention to the buildings and include contact information for potential lease or 

purchase.   In addition to the Art on Main, having a “walking tour” of the artwork and tying it in to a 

fitness program either 30 x 30 or 60 x 60 (thirty miles in thirty days or sixty miles and sixty days) would 

help bring individuals downtown, share artwork and keep people healthy and moving.   

 

Ms. Williams added that the Town would supply the paper for the project and that other businesses 

downtown were willing to display artwork, not just vacant buildings.  This would be a great way to 

increase downtown pedestrian traffic.  



Ms. Williams asked if the Recreation Committee would be amenable to having their name tied to the 

support for the project, especially the fitness/health component.   Members agreed by consensus that 

this would be a great project and would help downtown.   

 

Both Vice Chair Victoria Mattox and Rev. Ed Soto thanked Ms. Williams and Mr. Sandridge and the Town 

for their assistance.   

 

c.  Transition of staff for Recreation Committee 

Ms. Owens reminded members of the multitude of job duties and titles that Ms. Williams held under the 

umbrella of Community Development Director.  She added that along with those duties, Ms. Williams 

provided the support for multiple boards and commissions; there are also some large projects that will 

be under her purview in FY 2022 such as the Comprehensive Plan Update.     

 

Ms. Owens and Mr. Garrett will continue to staff the Recreation Committee.  Ms. Owens commented 

that she appreciated Ms. Williams’ knowledge and the sharing of it, noting that Ms. Williams had 

provided the Recreation Committee with a more wholistic view of projects that will lead Altavista into 

the future, and helped the committee grow and all had benefitted from her expertise.   

 

 

MATTERS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

Rev. Ed Soto asked if there would be any way to have a spiral staircase from the newly renovated bridge 

to the park below.  Councilman George answered that this question had been posed during the planning 

of the project and it was very cost prohibitive to do so as it would have to be ADA compliant.    

 

Councilman George provided members with an update related to the passive trails project noting that 

the Town Council had received information from Mr. Garrett related to the cost of paving the trail.  It 

was determined that the trail would remain as a natural trail until enough millings could be collected for 

use on the trail.  This would give enough time to remove trees along the trail without damaging a paved 

trail.  This is a longer-term project that would take 16- to 18-months to complete.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 5:58 p.m. 

 

 



About Us 

The adjustable shade sail structure is the most 
innovative shade sail system ever designed. 
All other shade sail systems are stationary and 
are fixed in one location no matter what 
position the sun is during the day. Just 
imagine sitting in your shade and the sun is 
moving across the sky and starts to get on 
you. You simply move the shade sail structure 
with the flip of a handle and move the shade 
where you want it. You can even lock it in 
place in case it is windy outside. This is the 
new revolution for outside shade in America 
and throughout the world. 

One of a kind 
shade structure 
that pivots 360 
degrees of 
adjustment 

Patent 
pending 

US Patent 
63103166 





Recreation Committee Project Updates – March 16, 2021 

 

FY2021 CIP Projects: 

1. Shreve Park bridge – carryover from FY2020 CIP pg. 110 

Staff continues to consider the best way to provide a crossing for pedestrians and emergency 

service vehicles. At the February Town Council Work Session it was discussed that 

Councilman Higginbotham would be designing the bridge.  

 

2. Passive Trails – Eagle Trail pedestrian bridge CIP pg. 129 

The bridge has been ordered. 

 

3. Boat ramp, boat parking and improvements CIP pg. 127/LPDA Plan 11 

Staff is working with Hurt & Proffitt, Inc on the scope of work and plans. This is a 2-year 

CIP project, with planning and design work occurring in the current fiscal year. Any 

construction would be planned for FY2022. Consultants provided an update to the Recreation 

Committee on January 19, 2021; the project is included in the proposed FY 2022 CIP.  The 

Town Council was presented information on this project – a decision has not been made at 

this point – await Council direction.   

 

4. English Park Entrance Improvements CIP pg. 126/LPDA Plan 10 

Staff is working with Hurt & Proffitt, Inc on the scope of work and plans. This is a 2-year 

CIP project, with planning and design work occurring in the current fiscal year. Any 

construction would be planned for FY2022. Consultants provided an update to the Recreation 

Committee on January 19, 2021; the project is included in the proposed FY 2022 CIP.   The 

Town Council was presented information on this project – a decision has not been made at 

this point – await Council direction.  

 

5. Walking/Biking Trail Connector to Lane Access Rd CIP 125/LPDA Plan 9 

Staff is working with Hurt & Proffitt, Inc on the scope of work and plans. This is a 2-year 

CIP project, with planning and design work occurring in the current fiscal year. Any 

construction would be planned for FY2022.  This was included in the proposed FY 2022 CIP 

– await council direction.  

 

6. English Park picnic table replacement CIP pg. 128 

The picnic tables are now being produced. Staff has ordered the tables. We will provide an 

update on delivery and installation when it becomes available.  

7. Gateway Park Shade Sail Replacement CIP pg. 122 

This is a maintenance project in DPW’s FY2021 operational budget. It is included in the CIP 

due to its cost. The shade sail has been removed and a new one ordered for placement in the 

spring.  This project will be concluded in FY 2021.   



FY2021 Non-CIP Project Updates: 

1. Trail connector – Eagle Trail to Greenhill Connector  

The weather has hindered efforts to put in the connector. Work will be done as weather permits.  

Staff will provide an update on when work will begin.   David Garrett, Public Works Director 

has been attempting to address drainage issues on the trail due to excessive rains in 2020/2021.  

 

2. English Park Shoreline Erosion – work in conjunction with FY2021 CIP Projects 

Staff has been working with Hurt & Proffitt, Inc., to determine the best way to address the 

shoreline erosion. The area in question is 1,600 linear feet. Staff has made a request for funding 

through the Virginia Department of Emergency Management (VDEM) for a grant to assist 

with this project. Based on the estimate of the engineer, the project will cost $1,438,000.  Town 

has requested $1,000,000 in its grant application. The grant has been peer reviewed and has 

been forwarded to Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for consideration.  This 

project has been included in the proposed FY 2022 CIP.   Await Council direction.  

 

3. John Moseley Memorial Park Pavilion and Shade Sail – request of Council  

The pavilion has been completed and additional sidewalks are being built.  The park is 

receiving new mulch as part of the park improvements.     

 

4. English Park tree removal & Department of Forestry Grant  

 

Within English Park 104 dead, diseased, or dying trees were removed or pruned, and the Town 

has submitted a reimbursement request to the Department of Forestry for the removal of 12 

ash trees and the planting of seven (7) new trees in English Park and Bedford Avenue Park. 

 

4. Dalton’s Landing Canoe Launch  

The canoe launch is progressing slowly due to weather and the river levels.  Representatives 

from Gay and Neel presented information to Town Council on January 26, 2021 and noted that 

in order to meet with March 15, 2021 in-river construction deadline, a change order to elevate 

the coffer dams would be needed.   Per discussion with the engineers and contractors, this is 

the best option to ensure completion within contract parameters.   The Town Council also 

approved the permanent signage, the addition of solar lighting and animal-proof trash cans.  

Work is continuing.   



 

TOWN OF ALTAVISTA 

RECREATION COMMITTEE 

           
  
 

Title: Storybook Walk – English Park 

 

 

 

Action(s): 

 

Background: 

At the September 22, 2020 work session of the Town Council unanimously voted to approve the request 

by Altavista Outreach and Enrichment that if they secured the funding for the storybook walk, it could 

be placed in English Park.   Grant funding was awarded, and the storybook frames were ordered.  A 

proposed placement/ reading route was shared with Luann Lee.   The proposed route would start near 

the playground and utilize the less traveled foot bridge and path through the orchard away from vehicle 

traffic.    

 

 

Funding Source(s):    

 

Attachment(s):  (Click on item to open) 

 

 

 

 

 

• Update regarding the Altavista Outreach and Enrichment storybook walk in English Park – 

Reading within Reach 

 

Grant secured by AOE and installation of frames to be done by Public Works.  

• Proposed path of storybook walk 

 

 

 

 




